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Astraea exists to resource and sustain 
liberation; to shift power and build 
momentum for our movements. We do so 
by raising money and investing in brilliant, 
powerful, dynamic grassroots LGBTQI 
change-makers, communities, activists, 
and artists. In 2018, we made 256 grants 
totaling $4.6 million to organizations in 
69 countries and 21 U.S. states.

This year, we challenged ourselves to 
consider what we are fighting for, not just 
what we are fighting against. We turned 
toward the innovative, collaborative 
possibilities that this contentious political 
moment actually offers us. We accompanied 
our movements beyond funding; in addition 
to making grants, we strategically invested 
in LGBTQI movement building, supporting 
activists by co-creating collective spaces to 
heal, learn, and grow. We lifted up grassroots 
organizing, prioritizing the holistic safety 
and healing of activist communities around 
the world. We connected beyond oppressive 
structures to harness the power of ancient 
and new technologies, online and offline, 
providing solidarity in critical times.

We reached across the world, across both 
physical and imagined borders intended to 
separate us, and instead opted to create 
sustainable ecosystems of resistance and 
power. We acted transformatively and 
together.

We acted to build towards joy. Acted 
to transform technology and revive 
collective and ancestral wisdoms. We 
acted to shift power toward feminist 
futures and decolonize knowledge to 
harness the power within our movements. 

Astraea has always been committed 
to a feminism that is intersectional, 
intergenerational, and intentional with 
racial, gender, and economic justice at 
its core. This year we continued to fire 
up philanthropy - uplifting queer, Black, 
migrant, and People of Color communities, 
and advocating for more resources to 
support LGBTQI grassroots activists and 
movements.

Together, we are transcending nation-states, 
gender binaries, and racial segregation; 
transcending socio-economic status and 
traditional notions of family; transcending 
bathroom bills and healthcare for the 
privileged; transcending colonial laws, 
language, and ideals.

Welcome to this year in review, where we 
share highlights from Astraea and some 
of our grantee partners. Read about how 
together, we are creating the future we 
believe is possible and necessary for our 
communities to thrive. A joyful future where 
we transcend barriers and secure liberation 
for us all. 

FRIENDS,
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VISION & MISSION
About Astraea

Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice 
is the only philanthropic organization 
working exclusively to advance LGBTQI 
rights around the globe. We support 
hundreds of brilliant and brave grantee 
partners in the U.S. and internationally 
who challenge oppression and seed social 
change. We work for racial, economic, 
social, and gender justice, because we 
all deserve to live our lives freely, without 
fear, and with profound dignity.
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Vision
We envision a world where all people can actively and 
enthusiastically belong, regardless of their sex, sexuality, 
gender, bodies, dis/ability, race, class, nationality, 
migration status, or any other aspect of identity or 
circumstance.

Mission
Our mission is to fuel local and global movements that 
shift power to LGBTQI people and organizations pursuing 
social justice and human rights. We do this by providing 
support in the form of grantmaking, philanthropic 
advocacy, communications, and capacity building.

Our programmatic pillars foster powerful collective 
action by:

• Investing in LGBTQI activists, artists, and 
organizations who have limited access to funding but 
are best positioned to make transformative change,

• Advocating for greater and better philanthropic 
resources for LGBTQI movements, helping funding 
reach those who need it most,

• Amplifying LGBTQI movement voices through media 
and communications to raise awareness and shift the 
narrative, and

• Propelling LGBTQI organizing forward through 
capacity building and leadership development.

VISION & MISSION

7Vision & Mission  //   2018 Annual Report



U.S. Fund
The U.S. Fund is Astraea’s longest-
standing fund. We have been funding 
at the intersections of racial, gender, 
economic, migrant, and reproductive justice 
movements - centering the leadership of 
queer, trans, and gender non-conforming 
People of Color in the U.S. for over 40 years. 
Over the last year, we awarded over $2.1 
million in grants, to 59 organizations in 
21 states, with 99% of this funding going 
to LGBTQI Black and People of Color-led 
groups.

OUR FUNDS
Astraea supports LGBTQI groups that promote racial, 
economic, and gender justice, including groups led by and 
for trans, intersex, and gender non-conforming people, 
lesbians, bisexual, and queer women, as well as artists 
and cultural changemakers. Our grantmaking prioritizes 
support for those with limited access to traditional 
funding, and who are best placed to make change. We 
strengthen LGBTQI groups by providing flexible general 
support grants ranging from $5,000 to $30,000 per year.
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International Fund
Astraea’s International Fund has existed 
for over 20 years and has worked with 
organizations in 101 countries during that 
time. The fund supports groups led by 
LGBTQI communities - prioritizing LBTQI-
led organizing in particular - working for 
progressive social change. This year, we 
awarded over $2.2 million in grants, 
to 102 organizations in 49 countries. 
Our international grantee partners are 
responding to closing civil society spaces, 
combatting backlash and violence from 
conservative forces, engaging in new forms 
of movement building across national and 
regional borders, and building capacity 
around physical and digital security.

Global Arts Fund
Astraea’s Global Arts Fund is a biennial 
fund which supports, showcases, and 
connects impactful art by LGBTQI people 
and organizations that are using art as a tool 
for social transformation yet have limited 
access to resources for this critical work. In 
our 41-year history we have granted over 
$4 million to more than 200 individuals 
and 300 organizations, supporting artists 
like Audre Lorde and Cheryl Clark, and 
new honorees such as singer-songwriter 
Be Steadwell and the arts collective East 
African Visual Artists.

Intersex Human Rights 
Fund
Astraea’s Intersex Human Rights Fund is the 
first dedicated intersex fund in the world, 
and since its creation in 2015, the fund has 
leveraged nearly $2 million in new funding 
for the global intersex community. Our latest 
cycle of grants was also our largest, totaling 
$275,000 in 41 grants to 37 powerful 
intersex-led organizations and projects 
in 33 countries. Our grantee partners 
use advocacy, policy, and cultural change 
strategies to work towards ensuring the 
human rights, bodily autonomy, physical 
integrity, and self-determination of intersex 
people around the world.

Fertile Ground Fund
Launched in 2018, the Fertile Ground Fund 
is a flexible funding source that provides 
resources based on the shifting needs 
and desires of Astraea’s grantee partners, 
allowing them to be more nimble and 
responsive. It supports activists to seize 
opportunities to seed and grow movement 
visions, ensuring organizations can prioritize 
collective liberation and sustainability 
towards building long-term movements. 
This year, Astraea’s Fertile Ground Fund 
granted a total of $110,000 to 15 grantee 
partners for projects aiming to intervene 
against the violence of policing, deepen 
cross movement-collaboration to combat 
state criminalization efforts, and invest in 
resiliency strategies for sustainability.
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BUILDING TOGETHER
TOWARDS JOY

Astraea supporters at a January 
2018 event in Washington, D.C. 
Credit: Satsun Photography
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1BUILDING TOGETHER 
TOWARDS JOY
Astraea has always supported activists and organizations 
working to create joy for their communities. Our grantee 
partners break down barriers, and work to build up strong 
cross-border, intergenerational, multi-gendered, and multi-
racial movements. 

This is critical as we continue to face a global moment 
of upheaval - a time of xenophobic, racist, homophobic, 
transphobic, neoliberal, and patriarchal policies and state 
practices; of the criminalization of dissent; of the violent 
policing of the lives and bodies of Black, Indigenous, People 
of Color, im/migrant, trans, and queer folks; of tighter 
borders and boundaries.

Over the last year, we have deepened our commitment to 
supporting cross-regional organizing and collective action 
led by lesbian, bisexual, and queer (LBQ) women, and 
trans, intersex, and and non-binary communities. We have 
amplified the brilliant visions and collaborative resistance of 
activists in 69 countries. In the U.S., we have fueled some of 
the most transformative organizing led by queer, trans, and 
gender non-conforming People of Color, building resilient 
movements.
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In our recent The State of Intersex Organizing report, intersex groups reported an ongoing 
need for convening spaces to build community within regions to strengthen the movement. 
Over the last year, Astraea supported the first region-based intersex convenings in the 
world led by and for intersex activists in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. These convenings 
offered skills-building and strategy sessions for activists and resulted in three powerful 
public statements and the founding of two regional networks in Asia and Latin America 
and an informal network in Africa. Activists have formed new organizations out of these 
convenings, with some becoming Astraea grantee partners.

In 2018, grantee partners have continued to bring attention to the violations of intersex peo-
ple’s human rights in their countries, across regional spaces, and in international spaces like 
the UN. They continued advocating for the end to intersex infanticide and to non-consensual 
‘normalizing’ surgeries and treatments, while supporting intersex people and their families.

Intersex Human Rights 
Fund

ASTRAEA

Astraea’s Why We Fund Intersex 
Activism event featuring Pidgeon 

Pagonis in New York City, May 2018.  
Credit: Astraea archives
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Members of grantee partner Trans 
Queer Pueblo at a 2018 protest. 
Credit: Lerman Montoya
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US Fund
ASTRAEA

In the last year, the groups we support within the U.S. Fund have continued to resist 
violence and white supremacy, increase the visibility of healing justice strategies, find 
intersections between racial, economic, reproductive, and migrant justice movements, and 
fight against discriminatory practices, as well as dismantle the criminal justice system.

Pushing back against this administration’s attempts to isolate our communities and 
rollback wins for LGBTQI communities, Astraea hosted a ‘Freedom From Violence and 
Criminalization’ convening in January 2018, bringing together 20 U.S. Fund grantee 
partners from across LGBTQ, racial, migrant, and reproductive justice movements. 
Grantee partners gathered for a day of lively, fruitful dialogue on strategies for resisting 
criminalization, creating space for exchanging strategies, building power, and cultivating 
of new relationships, thought partnerships, and alliances. The convening gave groups the 
space to consider the state of their movements, explore different ways of thinking about 
criminalization and gender justice, and engage in strategy sharing and brainstorming about 
possibilities for collaboration.
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Supported by Astraea since their formation in 2017

The Black LGBTQIA+ Migrant Project was formed in response to the invisibilization of Black 
LGBTQIA migrants’ experiences of being undocumented, queer, and Black within migrant 
narratives, immigration justice, and racial justice movements. At a time when separating 
families has become blatant government policy in the U.S., BLMP is working to connect peo-
ple, build together, and create collective safety mechanisms. Working at the local, regional, 
and national level to address intensifying attacks on their communities, they organize com-
munity and movement building events around the country to reduce isolation, create sup-
port systems for trans and queer Black migrants, and build leadership and local power.

The Black LGBTQIA+ 
Migrant Project

GRANTEE — NATIONAL, U.S. U.S. FUND

Facilitators during Black LGBTQIA+ 
Migrant Project’s workshop at Creating 
Change 2019 in Detroit. 
Credit: Black LGBTQIA+ Migrant Project
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Supported by Astraea since 2015

Asociación OTD is a community-based organization that works for the human rights of 
trans people (transgender, transsexuals, travestis, and intersex people) through various 
political and cultural interventions. The group has been able to create major impact in 
the country through its organizing approaches, which include community and capacity 
building, as well as the mobilization of LGBTI and allied communities. For the last five years, 
OTD has led coalition efforts around an instrumental, comprehensive national gender 
identity law, which reached its final approval in the Chilean Senate. The bill defines the right 
for trans people to obtain legal gender recognition, legal name change, and protect trans 
autonomy and gender expression.

GRANTEE — CHILE

Asociación OTD
INTERNATIONAL FUND

Members of Asociación OTD attend 
a 2017 LGBTI pride march in Chile.

Credit: Armando Escoffier
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Supported by Astraea since 2006

Labrys’ work represents a balance between community mobilization and empowerment, 
cross-border partnerships, public education, and national and international policy 
advocacy. The group has been instrumental to movement-building across Central Asia. 
They actively collaborate with LGBTQ, feminist, and human rights organizations across the 
region, and provide capacity building and fiscal sponsorship support to lesbian and trans 
initiatives in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. Labrys has also organized across 
issues to advocate for anti-discrimination legislation and equal protections for LGBTQI 
and other marginalized communities under the law. They have developed a manual and 
guidelines for affirming trans healthcare, which were signed by Kyrgyzstan’s Ministry 
of Health in January 2017. In 2018, they focused their advocacy efforts on integrating 
the manual into a training program for medical universities in Kyrgyzstan and training 
endocrinologists on the topic of hormonal therapy. Their advocacy for the comprehensive 
anti-discrimination legislation continues, as does their central role in building queer and 
trans movements across Central Asia.

GRANTEE — KYRGYZSTAN

Labrys

International Day Against Homophobia 
event, May 2008, Kyrgyzstan. 
Credit: LGBT Organization Labrys Kyrgyzstan

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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Supported by Astraea since 2007

Through their resilience and commitment to achieving legal and personal self-
determination for trans and intersex people in and across the Southern Africa region, 
Gender DynamiX continues to set the tone for envisioning trans and intersex rights across 
South Africa and the continent at large. The organization is currently focused on redrafting 
South Africa’s gender recognition law to fully incorporate fundamental rights for diverse 
trans people, a win which could serve as inspiration for groups across the African content. 
Gender DynamiX is galvanizing, coordinating, and consolidating support across human 
rights movements, ensuring that protecting trans and intersex folks should be a priority for 
all human rights activists.

GRANTEE — SOUTH AFRICA

Gender DynamiX

Gender DynamiX’s Trans Health & Advocacy 
Conference in November 2011 in South Africa. 

Credit: Zanele Muholi

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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TRANSFORMING TECHNOLOGY;

REVIVING COLLECTIVE WISDOMS U.S. Fund grantee partners attend 
Astraea’s healing justice convening 

in Detroit in June 2018. 
Credit: Healing By Choice Detroit
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2TRANSFORMING 
TECHNOLOGY; 
REVIVING COLLECTIVE 
WISDOMS
Through our grantmaking and capacity building, Astraea is 
invested in supporting safe places for our communities to heal, 
rebuild, learn, collaborate, and grow. We provide activists with 
the tools they need to build their holistic security capabilities, 
an approach that integrates physical and digital security, as 
well as self/collective care. This is how we collectively build 
power, resilience, and joy. As activists contend with fraught 
political environments, heightened oppression, and constant 
surveillance, we are committed to the holistic wellbeing of 
LGBTQI communities around the world. 

By supporting groups fighting for digital rights, Astraea 
supports the evolution of an Internet that centers gender 
justice, racial justice, and sexual liberation. We are lifting up 
the methods and wisdom of traditional healing and practices 
alongside dialogues around digital security as we work to 
strengthen our paths towards liberation.

22



In June 2018, prior to the Allied Media Conference, Astraea organized a convening centering 
healing justice and resiliency. The gathering brought together 29 participants from 15 U.S. 
grantee partner organizations to discuss past and present healing justice strategies as 
central to movement building. We collaborated on ways to address generational trauma, 
policing, and surveillance, as well as strengthen movement resilience. 

The convening was a healing space in and of itself, led by a combined team of healers and 
practitioners. Astraea created a generative space to support activists’ visions, build and 
sustain new and existing strategies across regions, and to enhance thought partnership 
across racial, migrant, and economic justice LGBTQI organizing to address generational 
trauma, grief, and crisis from systemic oppression collectively.

Healing Justice and 
Resiliency Convening

ASTRAEA

U.S. Fund grantee partners attend Astraea’s 
healing justice convening in Detroit in June 2018. 
Credit: Healing By Choice Detroit
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As part of Astraea’s commitment to increasing knowledge and programming around 
Internet freedom for LGBTQI activism and expanding our work on CommsLabs - our 
radical global digital movement-building initiative for activists - this year we invested in 
research around digital activism and the use of media and technology amongst activists in 
Central Asia and Eastern Europe (CAEE), India, and the Dominican Republic, and laid the 
groundwork for this kind of work in the U.S. 

In May 2018, together with TGEU - Transgender Europe, Astraea launched a new report, 
Mapping Digital Landscapes of Trans Activism in Central Asia and Eastern Europe. The 
report gives a regional overview of digital organizing by trans activists in 26 countries of 
Central Asia and Eastern Europe (CAEE), emphasizing shared patterns of digital usage, 
barriers to safe use of the internet, and resistance strategies to homo/transphobic-
motivated censorship, surveillance, and online attacks. 

The report provides a set of recommendations for funders and tech communities, social 
media corporations, and government entities. It emphasizes the urgent need to invest 
resources in trans movements in the CAEE region, to increase their capacities to organize 
digitally, and to combat the growing crackdowns on internet freedom and civil society.

ASTRAEA

Landscape Mappings 
and Tech Assessments

LGBT Organization Labrys Kyrgyzstan on 
Trans Day of Visibility, 2017. 
Credit: LGBT Organization Labrys Kyrgyzstan
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Storytelling and communications are powerful tools for cultural change, relationship-
building, and deepening understanding of LGBTQI lives. Astraea’s support for organizations 
in Kenya spans two decades, resulting in deep, trusting relationships with grantee partners. 
Over the last two years, Astraea supported 8 LGBTQI organizations from across Kenya 
through a hands-on, participatory research and skills-building project to strengthen their 
communications strategies. 

Through interactive workshops, communications clinics, research, and grantmaking, 
activists collaborated to develop media that shifts misconceptions about LGBTQI people. 

The research revealed many surprises: activists witnessed the impact of stories as 
people’s mindsets began to change and they expressed an openness to learning about and 
supporting LGBTQI people in their communities. The project uncovered new opportunities 
to reach potential supporters with targeted messaging that uplifts shared Kenyan values. 
Kenyan activists are using these skills across their varied approaches to their work; from 
accompanying advocacy efforts challenging colonial-era laws used to criminalize LGBTQI 
communities to strengthening their community organizing.

ASTRAEA

Strategic 
Communications

Activists attend a strategic 
communications workshop 
in Kenya, 2018. 
Credit: Neolight Productions
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Supported by Astraea since 2014

Association Okvir supports LGBTIQA communities in reclaiming public space in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (BiH) through community building, cultural production, activism, and alliance 
building. Working with a feminist “multiple discriminations” approach, Okvir roots its work 
in the intersections of sex, gender, race, class, ethnicity, age, and ability. In line with its 
efforts to increase LGBTIQA visibility and knowledge in public space, Okvir launched Queer 
Archive this year. The digital media project hosts a collection of historical narratives and 
counter-narratives about LGBTIQA activism and life during the war and transitional period 
in the former Yugoslavia.

GRANTEE — BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

Association Okvir

Members of Association Okvir attend 
a march in Bosnia & Herzegovina. 

Credit: Association Okvir

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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Supported by Astraea since 2018

The Center for Media Justice (CMJ) fights for racial and economic justice in a digital 
age by advancing communication rights, access, and power for all communities harmed 
by persistent inequality and oppression. The organization continues to equip under-
represented communities with the skills and security means to strengthen digital 
organizing for human rights progress. Their recent efforts include researching and 
organizing against criminal justice and commercial use of facial recognition technology to 
collect data about marginalized communities.

GRANTEE — CALIFORNIA, U.S.

Center for Media Justice

Members of the Center for Media 
Justice at a 2018 rally for net neutrality. 
Credit: Center for Media Justice

U.S. FUND
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Supported by Astraea for over 10 years

Sappho for Equality is a lesbian activist forum fighting for equal rights for LGBTQ people 
and an end to gender and sexuality based discrimination. They are committed to uplifting 
and centering the needs and realities of queer people in Eastern India, by employing a 
variety of technologies to amplify their ability to tell creative stories and amplify authentic 
narratives. Sappho for Equality has hosted an LGBT Film and Video Festival in Kolkata, India 
for the past 10 years, and produce ‘SWAKANTHEY’ a biannual, bilingual six-page newsletter 
of academic articles, non-fiction writing, and poetry. In the past year, they held a national 
lesbian, bisexual, and trans (LBT) convening to build and hold space for LBT activism and 
resistance in the face of a growing fascist government. 

Their work in shifting narratives around LGBTQ people in India, as well as their work 
alongside other grassroots groups in India to advocate both online and offline for LGBTQ 
rights, played an important role in the historic repeal of Section 377 in September 2018. 
The colonial-era law criminalized homosexual acts under India’s penal code.

GRANTEE — INDIA

Sappho for Equality

Sappho for Equality at a 
protest in 2013. 

Credit: Sappho for Equality

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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Supported by Astraea since 2014

The Racial Justice Action Center is a multiracial organizing and training center working 
to build the grassroots leadership and power of communities of color and low income 
communities. The organization collaboratively provides resources and training toward 
leadership which transforms individuals, communities, and societies. Their work is 
fundamentally rooted in healing justice and uses this approach to help activate leaders 
to mediate, mitigate, and interfere with projections of anger and fear in the current 
political moment.

GRANTEE — GEORGIA, U.S.

The Racial Justice 
Action Center

RJAC at a protest in 
Atlanta, GA, 2017. 
Credit: Racial Justice 
Action Center

U.S. FUND
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SHIFTING POWER TOWARD
FEMINIST FUTURES

2018 Free Our Future action in San Diego. 
Credit: Angela Jimenez for Auburn 

Theological Seminary/Mijente
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3SHIFTING POWER 
TOWARD FEMINIST 
FUTURES
At the root of our lesbian feminist ethos is a desire to 
shift power and privilege into the hands of those who are 
building our movements and transcending traditional 
power structures. We believe that movements are more 
powerful when they are intersectional, intergenerational, and 
inclusive.

Grassroots organizations and LGBTQI activists require 
more than just campaign-based support. They also need 
resources to survive, heal, thrive, build power, and make 
change. Our programs work together to resource our 
movements in meaningful and sustainable ways that directly 
respond to the challenges of this political moment.
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Philanthropy is most effective when it is aligned with and led by movements. This year, 
we continued to be a voice for gender, racial, and economic justice in philanthropy, 
working to undermine systemic funding inequities and shift more resources to LBQ, 
trans, intersex people, and People of Color, and to activist-led and community-owned 
grantmaking.

Continued on page 39

Transformative 
Philanthropy

ASTRAEA

Guests attend a January 2018 
Astraea event in Washington, D.C. 
Credit: Satsun Photography
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U.S. Fertile Ground Fund
ASTRAEA

In 2018 we launched our Fertile Ground Fund (FGF), awarding $110,000 in grants to 15 
U.S. grantee partners. This initial round of grants comes during especially oppressive 
political times. As funders, we were called on to support and resource groups to quickly, 
strategically, and effectively respond to the oppressive state policies and practices.

One of our U.S. FGF grantee partners is the national organization, Law for Black Lives, a 
national network of radical lawyers, law students, and legal workers of color committed to 
building the power of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement. Formed in the aftermath 
of the Ferguson and Baltimore uprisings, critical moments within the BLM movement, 
the group’s belief is that now more than ever it is essential that lawyers, legal workers, 
organizers, and cultural workers strengthen their connections to continue collaborating 
in order to increase the impact of their legal, organizing, and advocacy work. Their FGF 
grant will support a ‘Movement Lawyering Network Gathering’ bringing radical lawyers, 
legal workers, and cultural workers together for a day of strategizing, skill building, 
and relationship building to explore ways that media, art, and technology tools can tell 
compelling client stories, democratize the law, and build stronger alliances outside the 
legal community.
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U.S. Fertile Ground Fund

U.S. Fund grantee partners Communities United for Police 
Reform and Audre Lorde Project in New York City, 2018. 

Credit: Communities United for Police Reform
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The intersex flag.  
Credit: Morgan Carpenter of 

Intersex Human Rights Australia

Supported by Astraea since 2018

Campaign for Change (CfC) is an intersex-led organization formed in 2016. CfC supports 
the intersex community in Nepal, helping those in rural and remote areas access 
healthcare, education, and other services. CfC activists work with the health sector to 
avoid forced genital mutilation on intersex children. As a result of their advocacy efforts, 
CfC has seen more increased coordination between community members, stakeholders, 
and allies and the group has been particularly active in collaborating with national feminist 
organizations, coordinating with law enforcement agencies, the national Human Rights 
Commission, media houses, and other human rights defenders in Nepal. In the past year, 
CfC has built strong relationships in the international arena to advocate for the recognition 
of intersex human rights, through UN Treaty Bodies (CRC, CEDAW, and UPR), UN agencies 
(UNDP), and international non profit organizations (ILGA-Asia, Intersex Asia).

Campaign for Change
GRANTEE — NEPAL INTERSEX HUMAN RIGHTS FUND
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Supported by Astraea since since 2013

The Queer African Youth Network (QAYN) is a queer, feminist, women-led network that 
came together to support the leadership of young LBQ women in West Africa. Their work 
has grown to focus more broadly on strengthening LGBTQ organizing in West Africa and 
Cameroon and is holding strong to the support and growth of lesbian, bisexual, and queer 
(LBQ) women’s leadership, building a base of social justice movement support for LGBTQ 
issues and promoting a cultural shift, and improving policy and legal environments. They 
hold space for LBQ leaders to meet, collaborate, and learn in order to build relationships 
and lay the groundwork for lasting change. Over the last couple of years, QAYN 
continued with their work to build the institutional capacity of member and non-member 
organizations and with Astraea’s support, QAYN has recently been able to bolster and 
strengthen several nascent young LBQT women’s groups in West Africa.

GRANTEE — WEST AFRICA (REGIONAL)

Queer African Youth 
Network

Illustration from QAYN’s 
2015 magazine, Q-zine. 

Credit: Queer African 
Youth Network (QAYN)

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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Supported by Astraea since since 1993

allgo activates its local queer People of Color (QPOC) community through intersecting 
art, health through wellness, and social justice programming. allgo brings a holistic multi-
faceted approach to their work by investing not only in community activism, but also 
highlighting artistic ability, healing, and cultural product as activism. In keeping their work 
hyper-local and Texas focused, allgo serves as a model for other local groups across the 
country to commit to increasing social justice awareness. They have doubled down on their 
efforts to provide community-first spaces, such as artistic showcases and wellness clinics, 
which continue to sustain multi-issue activism across the state. Astraea supports allgo 
through our Funding Queerly Giving Circle which is housed at Astraea.

GRANTEE — TEXAS, U.S.

allgo

Members of allgo gather in Austin, Texas in 2014. 
Credit: allgo

U.S. FUND
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This year we:

Supported and participated in the second annual Black Lesbian Conference in New 
York. Astraea moderated the central plenary alongside other Black lesbian activists, 
highlighting the importance of building together in the Black lesbian community. 

Co-presented a plenary and strategy session about funding cross-issue work 
against criminalization at the 2018 Funding Forward Conference. We co-organized 
and moderated a panel on intersectional anti-criminalization grantmaking at the 2018 
Neighborhood Funders Group conference.

Advocated with governments and foundations to dramatically increase their support 
of LGBTQI rights. We advocated in state capitals to engage with the Equal Rights Coalition 
and new children’s rights funders to ensure that intersex and trans funding stayed firmly on 
philanthropic agendas. We continued to develop our LBQ philanthropic advocacy project 
with Mama Cash, building a parallel body of research that will enable us to secure more and 
better funding.

Launched our Why We Fund series, looking at who, where, and why we fund. We held 
discussions with donors and grantee partners on intergenerational organizing, healing 
justice, and our ongoing commitment to supporting intersex organizing.

Supported the development of activist-led funding infrastructure that shifts 
decision-making power into the hands of activists. by serving on the interim governing 
body of West Africa’s new Indigenous LGBTQI fund Initiative Sankofa d’Afrique de l’Ouest 
(ISDAO) and fiscally hosting the global International Trans Fund.

Transformative 
Philanthropy

ASTRAEA

Continued from page 33
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DECOLONIZING KNOWLEDGE;

GALANG members at a 2015 
march in the Philippines. 
Credit: GALANG
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DECOLONIZING KNOWLEDGE;
BUILDING POWER
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4DECOLONIZING 
KNOWLEDGE; 
BUILDING POWER
Building power also means centering the knowledge 
production and narratives of queer, trans, intersex, Black, 
People of Color, migrant, Indigenous peoples, and feminist 
communities. Astraea works to uplift the voices of those 
whose perspectives are often left out or dismissed. We 
support organizations who bridge knowledge gaps, harness 
the power of storytelling, and hold space to challenge 
traditionally held language and ideas, and in doing so, build 
more inclusive communities. Through research, reports, 
and media production, Astraea is shining a spotlight on the 
needs and groundbreaking work of LGBTQI activists on the 
frontlines.
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Stories matter, and who tells them matters even more. As a philanthropic organization, 
we are tasked not only with telling our own story, but also with supporting our grantee 
partners in telling theirs. Our storybank project is a series of videos featuring interviews 
with LGBTQI activists and donors from around the world talking about their local context 
and vision for collective liberation. In 2018 we created a number of videos profiling 
activists from South Africa to the Philippines. By using our digital platforms we ensure 
that grantee partners are able to promote their critical activism, reaching a wider base 
and connecting across borders. Watch all these videos online at www.astraeafoundation.
org/videolibrary. Through our digital media platforms, we lift up and stand in solidarity 
with grantee partners by sharing the articles, videos, and other media they produce on 
the web, and we align ourselves to important campaigns such as Trans Day of Visibility 
and Intersex Awareness Day.

ASTRAEA

Media Production

Clip from a video about 
Astraea’s Dominican Republic 
CommsLabs in September 2018. 
Credit: Neolight Productions
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ASTRAEA

Over the last year, we have worked with activists, writers, and researchers around the 
world to produce a number of reports that highlight LGBTQI experiences and funding; 
the ‘Mapping Digital Landscapes of Trans Activism in Central Asia and Eastern Europe,’ 
‘The State of Intersex Organizing (2nd ed)’, ‘The State of Trans Organizing (2nd ed)’, a 
‘Dominican Republic LGBTT Landscape Analysis,’ and an ‘LBQ Movement Highlights’ 
graphic report.

Read all our reports online at www.astraeafoundation.org/our-impact/publications

Research and Reports

March against Transphobia in 
the Dominican Republic, 2014. 
Credit: Carlos Rodríguez
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Supported by Astraea since 2011

GALANG’s work elevates community building as resilience and resistance among 
lesbian, bisexual, and trans (LBT) activists and organizers from local low-income 
communities. Galang is the Filipino word for respect. The word signifies respect 
for human rights and diversity, which goes to the heart of GALANG’s vision 
for equality and justice. Along with their efforts to secure legal protections for 
LGBTQ people nationally, in the last year they have focused on providing sexuality 
education to bridge gaps in knowledge and foster communal understanding.

GRANTEE — PHILIPPINES

GALANG

GALANG at the 2018 Rally for 
SOGIE in Quezon City, Philippines. 

Credit: GALANG

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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Supported by Astraea since 2017

Young Women United (YWU) works to build communities where all people have access to 
the information, education, and resources needed to make real decisions about their own 
bodies and lives. By building community space by and for bilingual and Spanish speaking 
people, the group is fostering dialogue on reproductive justice for LGBTQ youth, women, 
People of Color, and Indigenous communities in New Mexico. In the past year, YWU led 
advocacy efforts to introduce SB78, also known as the “Ban The Box” bill, through the 
New Mexico House and Senate. The bill would have removed the question of criminal 
conviction history from initial employment applications in an effort to reduce recidivism, 
boost local economies, and support family reunification. While the bill did not pass, YWU 
was extremely successful in educating community members and policy-makers about the 
collateral consequences of criminal convictions and incarceration. In the year ahead, YWU 
plans to debut their feature film, focusing on the importance of decriminalizing substance 
use and incarceration during pregnancy.

Young Women United
GRANTEE — NEW MEXICO, U.S.

Young Women United’s 2017 Family 
Pride Celebration in New Mexico. 
Credit: Alyana Bowman

U.S. FUND
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Supported by Astraea since 2017

Kohl is a progressive, queer feminist journal on gender and sexuality based in Lebanon and 
covering the Southwest Asia, Middle East, and North Africa regions. It sheds the light on 
queer and feminist histories in the region aiming to challenge the hegemony of knowledge 
production and counter Orientalist and neo-colonial narratives by ensuring that young 
feminist scholars and activists in the region play a central role in shaping knowledge 
about themselves. In 2017, they published two issues, involving a total of 30 authors, 10 
discussants, 24 peer reviewers, and 3 translators - mostly women, non-binary, and trans 
young feminist activists, artists, and scholars.

GRANTEE — LEBANON

Kohl: a Journal for Body 
and Gender Research

Members of Kohl’s team 
speak at a 2018 event 

in the United Kingdom. 
Credit: Kohl Journal

INTERNATIONAL FUND
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Supported by Astraea since 2018

Intersex South Africa (ISSA) is an organization that was established by the late Intersex 
Activist Sally Gross. The organization has acted as a catalyst for information dissemination, 
awareness raising, and advocating for the rights of intersex people in South Africa, 
acknowledging that there are major knowledge gaps in South Africa as far as intersex 
issues are concerned. Shortly after ISSA was revived in 2017, the group co-hosted a 
meeting with Iranti and the Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Communities’ (CRL) Rights 
Commission bringing together over 40 stakeholders to discuss intersex infanticide, stigma, 
and discrimination against intersex people in rural areas. In addition, ISSA also succeeded 
in getting the attention of and hosting a meeting with the Department of Justice to engage 
in matters of intersex genital mutilation, infanticide, healthcare procedures, and standards 
of living for intersex people.

GRANTEE — SOUTH AFRICA

Intersex South Africa

Intersex South Africa hosting a workshop at the Human 
Rights Festival in Johannesburg, South Africa in March 2018. 

Credit: Gugu Mandla

INTERSEX HUMAN RIGHTS FUND
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GRANTMAKING DATA

U.S. Fund grantee partners 
attend Astraea’s healing justice 
convening in Detroit in June 2018.
Credit: Healing By Choice Detroit
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GRANTMAKING DATA
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$40M
Our Legacy
Over the course of 41 years, we have granted over

via 4,750+ grants to 1800+ 
grantee partners in 101 countries 
and 45 U.S. states.

70%
General Operating Support

of our grants in 2018 provided 
general operating support, because 
we trust that organizations know 
their needs best.

LBQ, GNC, and Trans*-led organizing
Astraea prioritizes movements led by those voices that are most 
often silenced, but have always been at the forefront of grassroots 
movements. In 2018,

$1.2M+ $1.6M+
in grants supported lesbian, 
bisexual, and queer women-
led groups.

was awarded to groups led 
by trans and gender non-
conforming people.
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83%
Renewal Grants
Astraea has always believed in supporting the sustainability and growth of grassroots 
organizations, with many of our grantee partner relationships spanning over a decade.

of our grants this year were renewal grants 
reaffirming Astraea’s commitment to building 
deep, lasting relationships with grantee partners.

20%
New Organization Grants

of all our 2018 grantmaking supported nascent 
and growing organizations that are 5 years old or 
less, creating new partnerships, and supporting 
the expansion of movements in the United States 
and around the world.

99%
Black- and People-of-Color-led organizing

of our U.S. funding over the last year went to LGBTQI 
Black and People of Color-led groups. At Astraea, 
we have always been committed to amplifying the 
organizing, advocacy, and voices of Black people 
and People of Color, who are disproportionately 
affected by racist policies and practices.

* “Trans” and “gender non-conforming” refer to the focus on gender identity; they can 
include lesbian, bisexual, and queer identifying people on the sexual orientation spectrum.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Participants at Astraea’s 
Dominican Republic CommsLab 

in September 2018. 
Credit: Carlos Rodríguez
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Statement of Activities

7%
Administration & 
General Expenses

82%
Grant & Program 
Expenses

11%
Fundraising 
Expenses
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2017
Unrestricted

Temporarily 
Restricted

Permanently 
Restricted All Funds

Support and Revenue
Grants and Contributions  - 

Core Programs and Expenses  880,454  10,759,562  -  11,640,016 
Sponsored Projects  -  1,849,643  -  1,849,643 

In-kind Contributions  -  282,850  -  282,850 
Gross Benefit Event Income  248,052  27,918  -  275,970 
Less: Direct Expense  (143,862)  -  -  (143,862)
Program Fees  40,151  -  -  40,151 
Net Investment Return  39,920  381,030  -  420,950 
Foreign Currency Transactions (loss) gain  -  21,779  -  21,779 
Reimbursed Expenses  89,963  -  -  89,963 
Other Income  15,496  -  -  15,496 
Total Revenue  1,170,174  13,322,782  -  14,492,956 
Net Assets Released From Restrictions  - 

Core Programs and Expenses  8,909,684  (8,909,684)  -  - 
Sponsored Projects  1,446,160  (1,446,160)  -  - 

Total Revenue after Releases  11,526,018  2,966,938  -  14,492,956 
Expenses

Program Services     
Grantmaking  4,889,930  4,889,930 
Core Programs  3,576,558  3,576,558 
Sponsored Projects  1,295,052  1,295,052 
Total Program Services  9,761,540  -  -  9,761,540 
Supporting Services     
Administrative and General  833,079  833,079 
Fundraising  1,335,273  1,335,273 
Total Supporting Services  2,168,352  -  -  2,168,352 
Total Expenses  11,929,892  -  -  11,929,892 

Changes in Net Assets  (403,874)  2,966,938  -  2,563,064 
Net Assets as of June 30, 2017  2,078,195  6,025,492  3,461,717  11,565,404 
Prior Period Adjustment  (151,516)  945,886  794,370 
Net Assets as of June 30, 2018  1,522,805  9,938,316  3,461,717  14,922,838 

Based on Audited Financial Statements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018

Statement of Activities
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ACROSS THE WORLD
GRATITUDE AND LOVING
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GRATITUDE AND LOVING

Astraea & FRIDA party in 
New York City, 2018. 

Credit: Astraea Archives
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5GRATITUDE AND 
LOVING ACROSS THE 
WORLD
To build the futures we want, we have to find our 
communities and love into one another deeply. Astraea is 
incredibly grateful for our global community of donors and 
grantee partners. We can’t do this work without the support 
of our staff, advisors, board, donors, grantee partners, and 
supporters. Thank you for showing up and believing in the 
power of transformative philanthropy.
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Donors
LEADERSHIP GIVING CIRCLE

Visionary ($25k+)
Anonymous (4)

11th Hour Project of the Schmidt Family 
Foundation
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Amy Mandel & Katina Rodis Fund

Arcus Foundation

ARIA Foundation

Baring Foundation

Margaret Barrett

Elisabeth Bosch/Dreilinden gGmbH

Calamus Foundation - DE

Michael A. Dively

Zeph Fishlyn

Ford Foundation

Foundation for a Just Society

Katherine M. Franke & Jan Lori Goldman

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Global Fund for Women

The Goose Creek Family Trust

Henry Van Ameringen Foundation

John Chou & Teresa Wallace Charitable Fund

Laughing Gull Foundation

Libra Foundation

Weston F. Milliken/Kicking Assets Fund/Tides 
Foundation

The Morf Foundation

New World Foundation

NoVo Foundation

Oak Foundation

Open Society Foundations

Ellen Page

The Philip and Muriel Berman Foundation

Sheila A. Healy Rev. Trust

Denise Littlefield Sobel

Naomi Sobel & Becky Silverstein

The Sprocket Foundation

Starry Night Fund/Chicago Community Trust

Surdna Foundation/Andrus Family Fund

Ted Snowdon Foundation

Unitarian Universalist Veatch Program at Shelter 
Rock

Barbara J. Wright & Dee Kenny

Catalyst ($10k+)
Anonymous (2)

Alexandra Barrows

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Isaac Bloch

Amy Laura Cahn

The Chicago Community Foundation

Kobi Conaway & Andrew Owen

The Danielson Foundation

David Bohnett Foundation

Elizabeth Scott Fund

The Esther and Otto Seligmann Foundation, Inc.

Fund for Global Human Rights

Amy Graham
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Devney A. Hamilton

Harry and Masie Masto Foundation

Horizons Foundation

ImpactAssets

Institute of International Education

Paige Kirstein

Macy’s

Mama Cash

Melissa Scott Fund

Allison Milgard

Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust, 
Inc.

Paypal Giving Fund

Nancy D. Polikoff & Cheryl Swannack

Emily Rosenberg & Darlene de Manincor

Rotonda Foundation

Stream Line Circle LLC

UHAI-EASHRI

Sam J. Vinal

Wells Fargo Advisors

Groundbreaker ($5k+)
Anonymous (1)

Albert Penick Fund

Rebecca Balter & Bri Kaplan

Margaret Bostrom

Kristen G. Cox

Holly Fetter

Eugenie Fitzgerald & Beth Burkhart

Sue Goldwomon

Katherine Grainger

Cindy Holland & Annie Imhoff

James C. Hormel & Michael Nguyen
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Christopher Hughes & Sean Eldridge

The Jersey Foundation

Leonard W. Kolins & Faye Goldman

Lesbian Equity Fund/Kathy Levinson & Naomi 
Fine

Nancy Baker Charitable Account

The Nathan Cummings Foundation
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Suzanne Pharr
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Sigrid Rausing Trust
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Adam Spiegel
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Fund

Urgent Action Fund - Africa
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Katherine T. Acey
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Jennifer M. Brier & Kathryn Hindman

Stephen Brier

Elly Bulkin & Beth Stephens
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Marcos Carreno

Chatterji Family Fund at Schwab Charitable Fund

Bruna Coden

Andy Cohen

Bruce Cohen & Gabe Catone

William Cordery & Edgar Villanueva
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Ryan Li Dahlstrom

The Daughters Fund

Mesha Fogel

Fountain Fund

Funders for LGBTQ Issues

Iimay Ho

Kuan Ho

Daniel Jackoway

Jewish Communal Fund

Jewish Community Endowment Fund

Jumbo Doris, LLC

Just Associates Inc.

Erika Karp

Darla Kashian

Evan King

Koya Leadership Partners

Anne E. Kringel

Daniel J. Lee

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund

Levi Strauss Foundation

LGBT Charities

Lush Cosmetics LLC

Mia Mora

Bernice Lynn Murphy-Leacock

Mildred Murphy
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Polk Brothers Foundation
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Laura Schmidt

Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving
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Michael S. Seltzer & Ralph Tachuk
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Community Foundation
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Silverwood

Morgaine Silverwood

Shane & Tamyka Smith

Jessica Spector

Linda Spriggs

Stewart Title Company

Sam Tabet & Milo Chestnut
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Partners ($499 and under)
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Alice Y. Hom

Greg Horst

T.J. Houlihan

Katie Hultquist

Human & Civil Rights Organizations of America

Kristi Hunter & Kyle Ryan

Nan Hunter

Jessan Hutchison-Quillian

Laurie Ignacio

Alma Izquierdo

Celia Jackson & Halley Brus

Janet Jakobsen

Marisa James

Karolina Jamula-Mucha

Georgette Jasen

Kevin B. Jennings

Gabriel John

Alexis Johnson

Lynn A. Johnson

Julie Johnston & Irma Gonzales

Machelle Jones

Sid Jordan & Emily Thuma

Alyssa Jorgensen

Alexander Joseph & Chris Jones

Ouardane Jouannot

Lynne Joyrich

JPMorgan Chase and Co.

Kim Kaletsky

Jill Kamler

Hye-kyung Kang

Jennifer Kaplan

Hildy Karp

Jeffrey Kasowitz & Adina Allen

Marcie Katz

Joyce Kauffman & Annie Weatherwax

Michael Kavanagh

Hamid Khan

Deirdre Kidder & Kathleen Bennett

Lynnda Kiess

J. Robin Kimball 

Rachelle & Sidney Kivanoski

Jennie & John Kixmiller

Mimi Klausner

Idit Klein & Jordan Namerow

Kent Klindera & Damon Bolden

Rebecca Kling

Charlotte Knight

Samantha Knight

Zachary Knowles

Raymond Koenig & Johnny Song

Ellen Koteen & Diane Palladino

Sara E. Krakauer

Susan Kravitz & Susan Rubenstein

Karen Krischner

Margaret Kroll & Kevin Frodell

Katherine A. Kruckemeyer & Catherine Spath

Frances Kunreuther & Ann Holder

Bryan Kutner

John LaBarbera

Daisy M. Lalwani

Marilyn Lamkay

David Lanier & Gilbert Fouchard

Bethany Lankin

Benay Lappe

Michon Lartigue

Laura M. Lasko

Mathew Lasky

David Laven

Margaret Lawrence

Tamara Wilds & Harry Lawson
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Nam Le

Elizabeth A. Leader & Elizabeth Hill

Glorianne M. Leck & Susan Savastuk

Hali Lee

Roz Lee & Beverly Tillery

Susan J. Lee

Devi Leiper

Jonathan Lesinski

Corina Leske

Adam E. Levine

Ruth A. Levine & Christine Dinsmore

Jenny Levinson

Michael Lew

Melissa M. Lewis

Rose Linnell

Julie A. List

Tracey Little

Kelsey Livingston

Janet Lobel

Brenna Lonner

Evelyn I. Lopez & Julie Schwartzberg

Kimberly Lowe

Jarrett Lucas

Michaele Luisi

Andrea R. Lurie & Nancy Rosen

Kara Lynch

Andi Lyons & Janka Bialek

Daniel Maclvor

Bill Macomber

Mary L. Madill & Melody S. Pritchard

Taffy Maene

Devin M. Majkut

Carmelyn Malalis & Lule Demmissie

Liz Maldonado & Patricia Wilkie

Mira Manalastas

Lydia Mann

Amy March & Emily Morrison

Paula Marcus

Nathalie Margi

Eleanor Marki

Linda N. Marks & Berenice Fisher

Cheryl Marland & Kathie Larsen

Steven Marsden

Rachael Martin & Robyn Bacon

Sarah Marxer & Lisa Wanzor

Tony Marzani & Harry Schroder

C. Nicole Mason

Randal Mason

Amy Matthews

Mary Beth Maxwell

Ryan Mays & Jack Voelker

Loring McAlpin

Laurenellen McCann

Claire C. McDonnell

Andrea McDonough

Courtney McDougall

Erica McDowell

Elaine McKinley & Katherine Durgin

Pam McMichael

Maura McNeil

Jacinto Medina

Felicia Mednick

Elana Mendelson

Ileana Mendez-Penate

Kara Mendez

Amy Mendosa

Chris Michaud

Ilaria Michelis

Joanna Michelson & Susan Rosenberg

Middle Collegiate Church
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Emily E. Miller

Virginia H. Miller

Kimberly Mills

Jacqueline I. Mirkin & Edith Daly

Shabab Mirza

Geetanjali Misra

Preston Mitchum

Ashley Moore

Gabriel Morales

Emma Moreno

Lisa Morris

Catherine Morrison

Shea Morrissey & Chloe Kloezeman

LeAnne Moss

Pamela Mutka

Nicole Myles

Richard Mynark

Sue Naegle

Scot Nakagawa

Deborah Neiman

Susan Neiman

Lauren Nelson & Dwight Neville

Emily Nepon

Ezra Nepon

Jo Quest-Neubert & Melissa Quest-Mercadante

Harvey Neville

Darlene Nipper

Merrill Nisker

Ann & Daniel Nitzan

Susan Nowelsky

Suzen O’Brien

Adrian Ogle

Jo Oppenheimer

Cara Page

Eleanor Palacios

Tanya Paperny

Pam Parham

Cole Parke

Ann Parker-Way

Janet Parrish

Luis Herrera Perales

Clara G. Phillips & Ann Cvetkovich

Valecia Phillips

Afi Phoebe

Nancy Platzer

Political Research Associates

Jean Michel L. & Betty Pomarede

Daniel Poreda

Amy K. Posner

Ellen M. Poss & Linda Davis

Emilie & Nicole Poteat

Kimberly Powe

Achebe B. Powell

Riley O’Brien Powell

Jennifer Pressman

Michon Proctor

Louise Radifera

Dario Rados

Gloria Ramirez

Juan Rangel & Shawon Jackson

Joanna Rankin & Mary Fillmore

Rosemary Rasmussen

Amelie Ratliff

Ashley Redfearn

Lisa Reilly

Elizabeth Reis

Michael Remaley & John deBary

Julia Reticker-Flynn

Beth Richie & Cathy Cohen

Laura Rifkin
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Sarah Rinaldi

Cassandra Ritas

Marie Roberts

Stephen Roberts

Carol Rodgers

Patsy C. Rogers & Lucille Goodman

Megan Rolfe

Ivan Rosales

Mary Ann M. Rose

Holly Rowley

Colleen Ryan

S&P Global Foundation

Alicia Vogl Saenz

Chloe Safier

Ronnie Sandler

Victoria Santos

Olivia Santosuosso

Jane A. Sasseen

Eric Sasson

Kelly Saulsberry & Traci Beck

Ronora Sayaman

Lisa Sbrana

Janice Schachter

Teresa E. Scherzer

Kyle Schirmann

Jean L. Schmidt

Margaret J. Schonfield & D. Merilee Clunis

Barbara Schulman

Dionne Scott

Audrey Seidman

Grant Shaffer

Elizabeth Shanower

Mindy S. Shapiro & Alan Mendelsohn

Rosalind Shapiro

Jessica E. Sharrin

Lacey Shaw

Adam Shaw-Vardi & Ronald Jenkins

Eugene C. Sheeley

Rita Sherman

Jerald P. Shing & Duane Diviney

Erin T. Shipley

Susanne R. Shulman & Carolyn R. Altman

Michael D. Siever

David Sigal & Brad Hoylman

Sikka Associates

Aishah Shahidah Simmons

Shawnna Simmons

Raquel (Rocki) Simões & Susan Raffo

Simons Foundation

Rae L. Siporin

Emily Skeggs

Addison Smith

Amanda Smith

Leslie E. Smith

Margaret Smith

David Sobel & Wendy Lurie

Cassandra Sobutka & Albert Skuqi

Marc Sokol

Cynthia Solie

Joanna Solins

Malka Solomon

Elizabeth Spafford

Jessie Spector

William Spencer

Zeke Spier

Gabriella Spitzer & Sandy Johnston

Laura Squires

Morgan Stanley

Caitlin Stanton & Randy Trigg

Linda Stein & Helen Hardacre
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Oli Stephano

Katrina Adrianne Sterling

Lisa Stewlow

Genevieve Stidman

Patricia Stigamier & Joanna Wallace

Rebecca Stilling & Jean Reeves

Jay Stoffle & Victoria Estupinan

Nonie Strike

Anise Strong

Margie E. Struble & Christina Solari

Amita Swadhin

Jane Swan

Winnie Tam

Target Corporation Employee Engagement 
Program

Mahogany Taylor

Paul K. Thomas

Sean Thomas-Breitfeld

Hannah Titlebaum

Jacob Tobia

Myrna S. Tortorello

The Traub-Dicker Pride Endowment Fund

Brittany Travis

Joseph Truong

Celia Turner & Nicole Gervasio

Robert Turner

Aimee Twagirumukiza & Denechia Powell

Ava Twomey

Vivian Ubell

Soo K. Uhm

United Way of Greater Toledo

United Way of New Mexico

United Way of Rhode Island

Aarne Uotila

Dona Upson

Matias Valenzuela

Elizabeth Van Verth

Jean Veta & Mary Dutton

Kayla Villalobos

Wendy Volkmann

Adreinne Waheed

Hla Yin Yin Waing

Princess Tynishi Walker

Sarah Walters & Caris Vollentine

Barbara Ward

Joanna Ware & Diana Doty

David M. Waterbury

Dottie Waters

Margarette Webb

Monica Wehrle & Harriet Miller

Hazel Tan Shi Wei

Wendy L. Weinberg

Dubbs Weinblatt

Colleen Weller

Alfonso Wenker

Brent West

Lee West & Lindsay Greyerbiehl

Kim Westheimer & Madeline Klyne

Rebecca E. Weybright

Kiera Whalen

Melissa White

Shannon White

Susan G. White & Deborah A. House

Emma Whiteley & Molly Griffin

Jan Whiteley

Judith Wick

Rachel Wiggins

Katrin E. Wilde

Anna J. Williams

Brennan Williams

Wilmington Trust
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Joanie Wimmer

Rachel Winard & Stacey Flannery

Joanne Winetzki & Jean Hohman

Blonka Winkfield

Bob V. Witeck & Bob Connelly

Kathy Wolfe & Barbara Verhage

John Won

Teddie Wood & Janet Novotny

Mark B. Wyn

Marissa Yasgur

Marisol Ybarra

Alvina Yeh

Jeffrey Yohalem

Rye Young & Marika Plater

YourCause, LLC

Joyce Yu

Judy Yu

Barbara Zacky

Arlene Zarembka & Zuleyma Tang-Martinez

Aaliya Zaveri
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Supporters attend an Astraea 
house party in Seattle, March 2018. 

Credit: Naomi Ishisaka
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Special Thanks
Luis Abolafia-Anguita

Essy Adhiambo

Georgina Adhiambo

Arnaz Amir

Sandra Angel

Sarah Aoun

Annette Atieno

Lee Badgett

Saadat Baigazieva

Lynn Ballen

Morgan Bassichis

Cicely Blain

Miles Bredin

Britt Camacho

Caracol Language Cooperative

Jabulani Chen Pereira

Suzanne Cleage

Amanda Collins

Kerith Conron

Irina Costache

Malkia Cyril

Barbara Jean Davis

Rosario Dawson

DJ Lynnée Denise

Dolphine Emali

Melissa Extein

FemJust - Feminist Solutions towards Global 
Justice

Lisa Fialla

Anna Fink

Andrew Flores

FRIDA Young Feminist Fund

Salvatore Gagliano

Madame Gandhi

Dawn-Lyen Gardner

Alicia Garza

Conor Gaughan

Ekaterine Gejadze

Gitahi Githuku

Global Action for Trans* Equality (GATE)

Ruben Gonzales

Liani Greaves

Dream Hampton

Healing By Choice!

Nona Hendryx

Alice Hom

Bex Hurwitz

Joi

Nicole Kelemen

Future Khan

Akshay Khanna

Nguru Kyana

Labrys Kyrgyzstan

Michaela Leslie-Rule

Lousch Creations

Mitchell Luo

Andrea Lynch

Mama Cash

Mack Market

Keith Mestrich & Tilney Wickersham

Kellea Miller

Nadine Mondestin
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Morgan Murphy

George Mwai

Solome Nakaweesi-Kimbugwe

Chani Nicholas

Adela Nieves

Samantha Ng

Otieno Peter Odongo

Biola Odunewu

Aisha Onsando

Open Culture Foundation

Rebekah Orr

Luisa Ortiz

Ellen Page

Andrew Park

J. Pasila

Robert Perez

Suzanne Pharr

Ceci Pineda

Krystal Portalatin

Sopo “Poppy” Pruidze

Susan Raffo

Toshi Reagon

Loren Timothy Rice

Andrea Ritchie

Celiany Rivera Velázquez

Adam Romero

Robin Rosenbluth

Sonali Sadequee

DJ Sakir

Jocelyn Samuels

Dave Scamell

Chris Schweidler

Jeanette Sears

Amy Simon

Yana Sitnikova-Kirey

Alejandro Sosa Tello Jr.

Winnie Tam, Winnie Tam & Co., P.C.

Selly Thiam

Jacob Tobia

Trans-Fuzja Foundation

Transgender Europe - TGEU

Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights

CV Viverito 

Sean Saifa Wall

Jeffrey Wambaya

Rutina Wesley

Erica Woodland

Elizabeth Wright

Gina Yashere

Yue Yu

Gitta Zomorodi
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Staff & Board
As of December 2018

Staff*

J. Bob Alotta, Executive Director

Nicole Asbury, Donor Systems and 
Database Manager

Ruth Baldacchino, Senior Program Officer, 
Intersex Human Rights Fund

Namita Chad, Associate Director of 
Programs

Miabi Chatterji, Senior Grants Manager

Kerry-Jo Ford Lyn, Director, LGBTI Global 
Development Partnership

Mariam Gagoshashvili, Senior Program 
Officer

Kristin Gardner, Associate Director of 
Major Gifts

Bridget de Gersigny, Director of 
Communications

Marina Gonzalez Flores, Program 
Associate, Global Philanthropy Project

Sarah Gunther, Director of Philanthropic 
Partnerships

Raviva Hanser, Strategic Communications 
Program Manager

Christy Harris, Senior Accountant

Matthew Hart, Director, Global 
Philanthropy Project

Hanna Israel, Development Associate, 
Institutional Giving

Shaena Johnson, LGBTQ Racial Justice 
Fund Program Officer

Kim Kaletsky, Communications Manager

Zakiya Lord, Regional Development and 
Engagement Officer

Irvin Lozano, Junior Accountant

Joy Michael, Controller

Susan Neiman, Chief Financial Officer

Ezra Berkley Nepon, Program Officer, 
Global Philanthropy Project

Tatenda Ngwaru, Grants Management 
Associate

Courtney Okeke, Program Associate

Lame Olebile, Program Officer

Cara Page, Director of Programs

Brenda Salas Neves, Program Officer

Mihika Srivastava, Communications 
Program Associate

Sally Troncoso, Development Officer, 
Special Events

Celia Turner, Senior Development Officer, 
Institutional Giving

Robin Wilby, Storybank Video Editor
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Simone Williams, Office Manager and HR 
Coordinator

Katherine Acey, Executive Director 
Emerita

Board

Urooj Arshad

Jennifer Brier, Board Secretary

William Cordery

Ryan Li Dahlstrom, Co-Chair

Maria De La Cruz

Eugénie FitzGerald, Board Treasurer

Bookda Gheisar

Iimay Ho, Co-Chair

Darla Kashian

Geetanjali Misra

Rocki Simões

Interns

Horia Ata, Fiscal Intern

Sabrina Rich, Communications Intern

* Staff list includes consultants

79Gratitude and Loving  //   2018 Annual Report



Grantee Partners*
*  We do not publicize a number of our courageous grantee partners because of the security 

threats they face in their local contexts, so groups may be missing from this list.

Africa
Forum for the Empowerment of Women (FEW)
Johannesburg, South Africa

Initiative for Equality and Non-Discrimination 
(INEND)
Mombasa, Kenya

Intersex Persons Society of Kenya (IPSK)
Nairobi, Kenya

Intersex South Africa (ISSA)
Johannesburg, South Africa

Iranti-Org
Johannesburg, South Africa

Ivy Foundation
Lilongwe, Malawi

Kisumu Peer Educators (KISPED)
Kisumu, Kenya

Limpopo LGBTI Proudly Out
Polokwane, South Africa

Pakasipiti Zimbabwe
Harare, Zimbabwe

QET Inclusion
Abidjan, Côte D’ivoire

Queer African Youth Network (QAYN)
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

Rainbow Identity Association
Gaborone, Botswana

S.H.E. Social, Health and Empowerment 
Feminist Collective of Transgender Women of 
Africa
East London, South Africa

Support Initiative for People with atypical sex 
Development (SIPD)
Kampala, Uganda

Together for Women’s Rights Burundi
Bujumbura, Burundi

Trans and Intersex People (TIP) for Human 
Rights in Nigeria (THRIN)
Abuja, Nigeria

Trans Bantu Association of Zambia
Lusaka, Zambia

Trans Smart Trust
Harare, Zimbabwe

Voice of the Voiceless (VOVO)
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

Voices of Women in Western Kenya (VOWWEK)
Kisumu, Kenya

Wandile Dlamini
Cape Town, South Africa

West African Trans Forum / Forum Trans* de 
l’Afrique de l’Ouest (WATF-FTAO)
Monrovia, Liberia

Women in Front Cameroon
Yaoundé, Cameroon

Women’s Health and Equal Rights Initiative 
(WHER)
Abuja, Nigeria
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Asia & Pacific
AIS Support Group Australia Inc.
Coorparoo, Australia

Beyond the Boundary - knowing and concerns 
Intersex
Hong Kong

Campaign for Change
Kathmandu, Nepal

Diverse Voices and Action (DIVA) for Equality
Suva, Fiji

GALANG Philippines, Inc.
Quezon City, Philippines

Intersex Asia Network
Taipei, Taiwan

Intersex Human Rights Australia
Newtown, Australia

Intersex Trust Aotearoa New Zealand (ITANZ)
Wellington, New Zealand

Justice for Sisters
Selangor, Malaysia

Organization Intersex International-Chinese (OII 
Chinese)
Kaohsiung City, Taiwan

Sappho for Equality
Kolkata, India

Sayoni
Singapore

Srishti Madurai LGBTQIA+ Student Volunteer 
Collective 
Madurai, India

Togetherness for Equality and Action (TEA)
Bangkok, Thailand

Europe & Central Asia
Association of Russian Speaking Intersex people 
(ARSI)
Russia

Bilitis Resource Center Bulgaria
Sofia, Bulgaria

Collectif Intersexes et Allié-e-s 
St. Denis, France

Egalite Intersex Ukraine
Kyiv, Ukraine

Gayten-LGBT
Belgrade, Serbia

Insight Public Organization
Kyiv, Ukraine

Institute Transfeminist Initiative TransAkcija
Ljubljana, Slovenia

International Lesbian and Gay Association - ILGA 
World
Berne, Switzerland

Intersex Archive Project
Berlin, Germany

Intersex Danmark
Kolding, Denmark

Intersex Iceland
Reykjavík, Iceland

IntersexUK
Princetown, UK

IVIM / Organisation Intersex International 
Deutschland 
Berlin, Germany

Labris - Lesbian Human Rights Organization
Belgrade, Serbia

LGBTIQA Association Okvir
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
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OII Italia
Italy

OII Sverige
Örebro, Sweden

Organisation Intersex International Europe 
OII-Europe
Berlin, Germany

Public Union “Labrys”
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Radical Queer Affinity Collective
Budapest, Hungary

Trans Aid - Association for promoting and 
protecting the rights of trans, inter and gender 
variant persons
Zagreb, Croatia

Trans Mreza Balkan (TMB)
Regional

Trans* Coalition in Post-Soviet Space
Regional

Trans-Fuzja Foundation
Warsaw, Poland

Verein Intergeschlechtlicher Menschen 
Österreich (VIMO)
Linz, Austria

Women’s Initiatives Supporting Group (WISG)
Tbilisi, Georgia

XY Spectrum
Belgrade, Serbia

Zagreb Pride & Lesbian Organization Rijeka 
(LORI)
Zagreb & Rijeka, Croatia

Latin America & Caribbean
Aireana - Grupo por los Derechos de las 
Lesbianas
Asunción, Paraguay

Asociación Organizando Trans Diversidades 
(OTD)
Santiago, Chile

Associação Brasileira de Intersexos
São Paulo, Brazil

Brújula Intersexual
Mexico City, Mexico

CAISO: sex & gender justice
Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago

Caribbean Women and Sexual Diversity 
Conference
Regional

Caribe Afirmativo
Barranquilla, Colombia

Colectiva Mujer y Salud (CMS)
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Colectivo No Tengo Miedo
Lima, Peru

Colombia Diversa
Bogotá, Colombia

Comunidad De Trans Y Travestis Trabajadoras 
Sexuales Dominicana- COTRAVETD
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Corporación Promoción de la Mujer/Taller de 
Comunicación Mujer
Quito, Ecuador

Diversidad Dominicana
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Femme en Action Contre la Stigmatisation el la 
Discrimination Sexuelle (FACSDIS)
Port au Prince, Haiti

Fundación de Desarrollo Humano Integral 
CAUSANA
Quito, Ecuador

Fundación Reflejos de Venezuela
Caracas, Venezuela
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GLEFAS - Grupo Latinoamericano De Estudios, 
Formación y Acción Feminista
Bogotá, Colombia

Grupo Artemisa Honduras
Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Grupo Safo
Managua, Nicaragua

IURA - Individuos Unidos por el Respeto y la 
Armonía
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Larry Chang Foundation
Kingston, Jamaica

Lesbianas Independientes Feministas y 
Socialistas
Lima, Peru

Movimiento Lesbia
Arequipa, Peru

Mujer y Mujer
Guayaquil, Ecuador

Mujeres Al Borde
Bogotá, Colombia

Mulabi - Espacio Latinoamericano de 
Sexualidades y Derechos
Guadalupe, Costa Rica

Red Lésbica “CATTRACHAS”
Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Red Multicultural de Mujeres Trans de 
Guatemala (REDMMUTRANS)
Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala

Santamaría Fundación
Cali, Colombia

Trans Siempre Amigas - TRANSSA
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Tzk’at
Sacatepequez, Guatemala

Vivir y Ser Intersex
Mexico City and León, Mexico

Women’s Empowerment for Change (WE-
Change)
Kingston, Jamaica

North Africa & Middle East/
Southwest Asia
alQaws for Sexual and Gender Diversity in 
Palestinian Society
East Jerusalem, Palestine

Aswat - Palestinian Feminist Queer Movement 
for Sexual and Gender Freedoms
Haifa, Palestine

Chouf Minorities
Tunis, Tunisia

Istanbul LGBTI Solidarity Association
Istanbul, Turkey

Kohl: a Journal for Body and Research
Beirut, Lebanon

Tajassod - Qorras
Beirut, Lebanon

North America
Audre Lorde Project (ALP)
New York, NY, United States

Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI)
Brooklyn, NY, United States

Black And Pink
United States

Black LGBTQIA+ Migrant Project
United States

Blackbird
United States

Black Youth Project 100
United States

Center for Media Justice
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Oakland, CA, United States

Comité Visibilité Intersexe
Montreal, Canada

Communities United for Police Reform
New York, NY, United States

Community United Against Violence, Inc.
San Francisco, CA, United States

El/La Para Translatinas
San Francisco, CA, United States

Ella Baker Center for Human Rights
Oakland, CA, United States

Freedom to Thrive (Formerly known as Enlace)
New York, NY, United States

Familia: Trans Queer Liberation Movement
United States

FIERCE
Bronx, NY, United States

Freedom Inc.
Madison, WI, United States

Gay & Lesbian Victory Institute
Washington, DC, United States

Girls for Gender Equity
Brooklyn, NY, United States

Immigrant Youth Coalition
Los Angeles, CA, United States

Intersex and Faith
Springfield, TN, United States

Law for Black Lives
United States

Lesbians Who Tech
Washington, DC, United States

Mariposas Sin Fronteras
Tucson, AZ, United States

Mijente 
United States

National Queer & Trans Therapists of Color 
Network
United States

New Voices for Reproductive Justice
Pittsburgh, PA, United States

Power Inside
Baltimore, MD, United States

Providence Youth Student Movement (PrYSM)
Providence, RI, United States

SisterReach
Memphis, TN, United States

SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive 
Justice Collective
Atlanta, GA, United States

SPARK Reproductive Justice NOW
Atlanta, GA, United States

Survivors Organizing for Liberation (SOL)
Denver, CO, United States

The Houston Intersex Society
Houston, TX, United States

Trans Queer Pueblo
Phoenix, AZ, United States

Transgender, Gender Variant, and Intersex 
Justice Project (TGIJP)
San Francisco, CA, United States

Young Women United
Albuquerque, NM, United States

Funding Queerly
Affinity Community Services
Chicago, IL, United States

allgo
Austin, TX, United States
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API Equality - Northern California (APIENC)
San Francisco, CA, United States

Bay Area American Indian Two Spirits (BAAITS)
San Francisco, CA, United States

Black and Brown Workers’ Collective
Philadelphia, PA, United States

Black Trans Media
Brooklyn, NY, United States

Black Transmen Inc.
Dallas, TX, United States

Detroit REPRESENT!
Detroit, MI, United States

Garden of Peace Project
Homestead, PA, United States

Green Mountain Crossroads
Brattleboro, VT, United States

Immigrant Youth Coalition (IYC)
Los Angeles, CA, United States

Invisible to Invincible (“i2i”): API Pride of 
Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States

LaGender Inc.
East Point, GA, United States

Mariposas Sin Fronteras
Tucson, AZ, United States

Montana Two Spirit Society
Missoula, MT, United States

Peacock Rebellion
Oakland, CA, United States

Queer & Trans People of Color Birthwerq Project 
(Q/TPOC BP)
Seattle, WA, United States

Queer the Land
SeaTac, WA, United States

Somos Familia
Oakland, CA, United States

Stonewall Youth
Olympia, WA, United States

The Knights and Orchids Society
Selma, AL, United States

Trans Queer Pueblo
Phoenix, AZ, United States

LGBTQ Racial Justice Fund
BreakOUT!
New Orleans, LA, United States

Genders & Sexualities Alliance Network (GSA 
Network)
Oakland, CA, United States

Project South
Atlanta, GA, United States

Racial Justice Action Center
Atlanta, GA, United States

Southern Vision Alliance
Durham, NC, United States

Southerners on New Ground (SONG)
Atlanta, GA, United States

Donor Advised Funds

AAPI LGBTQ Giving Circle

API Equality - Northern California (APIENC)
San Francisco, CA, United States

API Equality LA
Los Angeles, CA, United States

Muslim Alliance for Sexual and Gender Diversity 
(MASGD)
New York, NY, United States

National Queer Asian Pacific Islander Alliance 
(NQAPIA)
New York, NY, United States
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The Dari Project
New York, NY, United States

International Donor Advised Fund

Centro de Investigacion Y Promocion para 
America Central de Derechos Humanos (CIPAC)
San Jose, Costa Rica

Colectivo Arcoiris
Mexico

Euroregional Center for Public Initiatives (ECPI)
Bucharest, Romania

Western Cape Provincial Council of Churches
Cape Town, South Africa

Marsha Day Memorial Fund

Ali Forney Center
New York, NY, United States

The Middle Project
New York, NY, United States

Miscellaneous Donor Advised Fund

Outright Action International
New York, NY, United States

86  2018 Annual Report  //  Gratitude and Loving



87Gratitude and Loving  //   2018 Annual Report



The Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice is the only 
philanthropic organization working exclusively to advance 
LGBTQI human rights around the globe. We support brilliant 
and brave grantee partners in the U.S. and internationally who 
challenge oppression and seed change. We work for racial, 
economic, social, and gender justice, because we all deserve 
to live our lives freely, without fear, and with dignity.

116 East 16th Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10003 
P: 1.212.529.8021 
F: 1.212.982.3321 
info@astraeafoundation.org 
www.astraeafoundation.org


